
 

This program offers a unique collaboration between two 
organizations that bring authentic cultural education to the 
South Asian diaspora.  The rich artistic traditions of the Indian 
subcontinent are deeply interwoven through history with its 
linguistic and dance traditions. Ancient shlokas, poetry and 
song of the Bhakti movement and Moghul period, and the great 
stories of Indian mythology are all experienced and expressed in 
our culture through three distinct mediums - classical language, 
dance, and music.  Leela Academy and The Culture Tree are thrilled 
to come together to take cultural learning to the next level by 
providing an immersive experience of all three.  Children will study 
movement, expression, and music of kathak as well as partake 
in Hindi/Urdu language lessons, building on each other.  This 
intertwining of classical dance and heritage language will help 
your child interact with their native culture in a completely new 
and unparalleled way. We believe this camp will be instrumental 
for your child to connect and interact with their native culture, and 
inspire them to become life-long learners of their heritage.

* IMPORTANT COVID-19 Protocol: All participants must adhere to the relevant Covid protocols. Our teachers are fully vaccinated, 
but since the age group of participants are not eligible for the vaccine yet, they must wear masks at all times.  Socially distancing 
of students and air filtration will be followed strictly at the studio. All participants must also procure a negative Covid test no more 
than 2 days prior to participation in the camp (free testing is readily available across NYC).  

A Special Partnership
LEELA ACADEMY & THE CULTURE TREE

offer

In-person  
Kathak Dance  
and Hindi/Urdu 
Language Youth Camp 
Immerse your child in their heritage  
through world-class cultural education 

E X P E R I E N C E .  E N R I C H .  E M P OW E R .

WHO
    Ages 6-10
   No prior dance or Hindi classes required

COST
    5-day camp: $400 early bird; $450 after June 15 
    2-day camp: $175 early bird; $225 after June 15

Ripley Grier StudiosRipley Grier Studios
520 8th Ave 16th floor, New York, NY 10018 

WHERE

5-day camp  |  July 19 - 23  |  9am - 12pm
2-day camp  |  August 7 - 8  |  9am - 12pm

WHEN 

REGISTER HERE

https://bit.ly/3fvJMeI


Rachna Nivas, Kathak
Rachna Nivas is a leading artist, educator, and activist in Indian 
classical dance, bringing a relevant voice to kathak, and one 
of the most sought-after kathak artists and teachers of her 
generation. Rachna is a fierce and passionate performer and is 
one of the senior torch-bearers of the lineage of legendary master 
and icon Pandit Chitresh Das.  She is a founding artist and Artistic 
Director of the nationally-based Leela Dance Collective, an artist-
led collective producing powerful works on mainstream stages 
through the collective creativity of trailblazing women in Kathak.  
She is also Artistic Director of the Leela Youth Dance Company, 
shepherding excellence, leadership, and creative discovery 
amongst teens.  Most recently, she has re-located to New York 
City, opening the newest chapter of Leela Institute of Kathak, 
bringing her lineage and philosophy of kathak to promising 
students in the tri-state area. 
 
Prior to founding Leela, Rachna was a principal dancer with 
the Chitresh Das Dance Company for 15 years and has toured 

extensively across the globe.  Her passion and commitment to her own journey of the art and to building pride of Indian 
classical art amongst the South Asian community led her to emerge as a powerful role model amongst the Indian diaspora. 
In particular, Rachna has exceptional talent in teaching and training youth, making the art relevant, inspiring, and empowering 
to girls. Appointed as Co-Director of the Chhandam School by Pandit Das himself, she built infrastructure, trained teachers, 
created a summer camp program, directed school-wide dance dramas, and flourished the school into one of the world’s 
leading and most influential academies of North Indian classical dance. Rachna has also taught numerous kathak 
workshops, after-school programs, and outreach events/residencies to communities of all backgrounds, including at the San 
Francisco Asian Art Museum, Treme Center of New Orleans, Conservatory of Arts in Miami, Musical Instrument Museum in 
Phoenix, LA Tap Fest at Debbie Allen Dance Academy, National Center for Kathak Dance in New Delhi, and many more.  

Anu Sehgal, Hindi / Urdu
Anu Sehgal is the Founder of The Culture Tree. She lives 
in New York with her husband and her two sons. She is a 
marketer by profession. She holds an MBA from Yale University 
and has worked in the corporate sector for almost 15 years. 

Anu grew up in India and is a native Hindi speaker. She is an 
active parent and believes an awareness of one’s heritage, 
culture and language is key for children to become self-
aware and confident individuals. Anu founded her company 
The Culture Tree five years ago, with a desire to fill a vacuum 
for quality and educational South Asian events and classes 
in the New York City area. Her company continues to grow 
and expand and Anu holds a certification in mindfulness and 
bilingual education in Hindi/Urdu.  

As part of her work with the Culture Tree, she has risen 
to currently serve as Advisor and Cultural Educator at the 
Children’s Museum of Manhattan, Cultural Strategist and 

Educator at the New York Public Library, Cultural Educator and Docent at Rubin Museum of Art, Cultural Literacy 
Educator at The Metropolitan Museum of Art.  As a cultural educator, she is always looking forward to providing children 
with authentic, immersive and inspiring experiences. In general her focus is at providing children and their families 
cross-cultural exposure that can help develop knowledgeable, open-minded and respectful individuals. 

Questions? Drop us a line at newyork@leela.dance. 

Faculty This program is created and taught by two highly accomplished women leaders, educators, and This program is created and taught by two highly accomplished women leaders, educators, and 
arts arts entrepreneurs, with a life-long devotion to the service of cultural education. entrepreneurs, with a life-long devotion to the service of cultural education. 


